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The deed dearest to Allah Ta'ala is that
which is most consistent, even if small.

When someone distinguished from a
community visits you, honour him.
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Perfect your wudu’and you will live longer.
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Gladly accept Allah Ta'ala’s will and you
will [truly| become a zaahid.
zaahid: one who belittles and voluntarily forsakes

worldly pieasures
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Completing an act of kindness is better

Seek help in the fulfillment of [your| needs than starting it.

by concealing them. If you start an act of kindness, complete it.
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Do good to the worthy and the unworthy.
If a person is worthy, then he is deserving
of that good. If a person is unworthy, then
you are one who does good regardless.
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The bane of speech is lying. The bane of generosity is extravagance.
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The bane of forbearance is foolishness.

forbearance: patient self-control that characterises

The bane of nobility is to be overproud.

deliberately holding back from action
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The bane of courage is oppression. The bane of munificence is recounting
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Courage should not lead one to transgress the favours.

limits of what is just and right. munificence: to be large-hearted and very generous
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The bane of tbaadat is listlessness.

listlessness: lack of energy and enthusiasm The bane of cleverness is conceitedness.
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Enquire about your neighbour before
purchasing a house and about your

companion before embarking upon a
The bane of knowledge is to forget.

journey.
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What most entitles people to enter jannat
is the tagwaa of Allah Ta'ala and good
character.
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The dictation of good is better than
silence. However, silence is better than
the dictation of evil.
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Through the goodness of his character, a

man attains the status of one dedicated to
rozah and namaaz.
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Jealousy consumes hasanaat (good deeds)
the way fire consumes wood.
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In all His justice and fairness, Allah
Ta'ala has determined that comfort and
relief shall reside in faith and contentment.

Likewise, He has determined that
worry and sorrow shall reside in doubt
and discontentment.
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Allah Ta'ala prohibits you from engaging
in gossip, squandering (wasting) wealth
and questioning too much (either due to
excessive inquisitiveness or for material gain).
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When the intention [behind a deed]is to obtain
aakherat, Allah Ta'ala grants dunyaa [along

with aakherat]. However, when the intention
is worldly, He refuses to grant aakherat.
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A small number of deeds undertaken with
knowledge and understanding amounts to a
lot. However, a large number of deeds carried

out in ignorance and without understanding
amounts to little.

The person who prohibits halaal is the
same as the one who permits haraam.

Prohibiting halaalis as sinful as permitting haraan,
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Beware of assumptions, for statements
based upon them are most likely to be
untruthful.
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It is Sunnat to walk one’s guest to the door
of the house.

sSunnat: Rasulullah’s ** words and acts
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The cowardly businessman goes
unrewarded, while the one who is

courageous is rewarded with his livelihood. Barakat lies with your elders.
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In the zill (shade) of the 'arsh (Throne), on
the day there is no other zill, will be the
man who leaves his home to trade and seek
sustenance from Allah Ta'ala’s grace. He
does this to prevent himself from asking
of others and to provide for his family.
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Exchange gifts with one another for doing

so increases affection and cleanses hearts Planning is one half of life.

Proper planning is essential for a fulfilling life.

of grudges and ill will.
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Three people remain untouched by the
trials and tribulations of this world and
the hereafter:

+ the person who offers sincere
advice to Muslims,

* the person who guides towards
good,

*« the person who is content with
Allah Ta'ala’s judgement and will.
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All Creation is a family dependent on Allah
Ta'ala. The most beloved of all Creation to
Him, therefore, is the one who benefits His
family the most.
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Having a sense of shame is goodness in its
entirety.
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The person who provides water should be

the last to drink.
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When you meet someone from my Ummah, Greet your family with salaam and the

greet him with salaam and your hasanaat well-being of your home will greatly

will greatly increase. increase.
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Sadaqgah given in secret extinguishes Allah
Ta'ala’s anger.

The worst of all earnings are earnings from
interest.
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Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon
every Muslim man and woman.,
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The reward of a person who is thankful for
what he eats is similar to that of one who
endures his rozah.
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I am amazed by a person who desires
worldly pleasures and all the while Death
seeks him.
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I am amazed by a person who laughs very
loudly, and all the while he is unaware of
whether he has pleased Allah Ta'ala or
angered Him.
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Knowledge is a Mumin’s companion,
Forbearance — together with Sagacity —
is his vizier, Intellect is his guide, Action
is his leader, Competence is his father,
Kindness is his brother and Endurance is
the commander of his armies.

sagacity: sound judgement and farsightedness
intellect: reagoning and understanding
competence: ability to do something successhully
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Speak al-Haq (what is true and right) even
though it may be bitter.
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Al-Quran itself is the cure and du'aa’itself
is 'ibaadat.
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The betrayal is great when your brother
believes you to be truthful about what you
tell him [because it comes from you], and
all along you are lying.

The honour of a home lies in sweeping it
(keeping it clean).

AY AT




o 5N« <o A AR SN REPATY
oAy (Al Lol

P L%ﬁdcjf»w@ww‘

¥ .

' %JJJ{&?};@"\ a“"’\J(‘*" \J‘{

S el s

The honour of a garment lies in folding it

properly.

Do not speak ill of Muslims behind their
backs nor pursue their flaws.
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Do not make a promise to your brother
that you will not keep.
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Do not sleep unless you are in a state of
tahaarat, for if you pass away [while sleeping
in a state of tahaarat] you will die a shaheed.

tahaarat: cleanliness as prescribed by Islam
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Not a single one of you should ever wish
for death as a result of a hardship that
has befallen him.

A Muslimis not permitted to sever relations
with his brother for more than three days.
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A man will not perfect his belief in Allah
Ta'ala without five qualities:
* having faith in Allah Ta'ala,
* entrusting all matters to Him,
* submitting to His command,
» accepting His judgement gladly,
* enduring His trials.
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A powerful person is not one who brings
another to the ground. Truly powerful is
he who controls himself when angry.
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A Mumin will not be bitten twice in the
same snake nest.

A Mumin will stay away from what has harmed

him once before.
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A person is not one of us if he does not respect
elders, does not show kindness to the young,
does not instruct [himself or others] towards
that which is good, nor does he prevent
[himself or others] from that which is wrong.
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A wealthy person is not one who has an
abundance of material possessions. Truly
wealthy is he who is content with whatever
he has and is not dependent on anyone.
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A man does not open for himself the door
that leads to begging, but Allah Ta'ala

opens for him the door that leads to
poverty.

A youth will not show deference to an elder out
of consideration for his age, but Allah Ta'ala
will provide him with someone who will show

him deference when he reaches that age as well.
deference: courteous respect
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A father has not given his child a better
gift than good manners.
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No act of Allah Ta'ala’s taa'at (obedience)
is rewarded more swiftly than the act of
ensuring good relations with one’s family
and relatives.
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A vile companion is like a blacksmith
fanning a fire with his bellows: even if he
does not burn you with the sparks of his
fire, his odour will certainly stay with you.
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A Mumin is like a honeybee: it does not
consume nor give except that which is
pure and wholesome.
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A virtuous companion is like a merchant of
Dari musk: even if he does not offer you his
perfume, his fragrance will certainly linger
with you. Dari musk, which originated in South Asia,
was named after the Dareen port near present-day

Bahrain where it was commonly sold.
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A Muslim is one from whose words and
actions cther Muslims remain unharmed.
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He whose advice is sought is considered to

be trustworthy.
Therefore, it is his responsibility to give reliable,

T omyy g raday e
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If a person builds a masjid for Allah Ta'ala,
even if like the nest of a sandgrouse, Allah
Ta'ala will build for him a home in jannat.

sandgrouse: a small bird
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If a person wishes to be the wealthiest of
all people, he should rely more on what is

in Allah Ta'ala’s hands than what is in his
OWT1.
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Themeritofaman’sIslamisin disregarding
matters that do not concern him.

iy

ALy 2l

5o e ply by J A e

He who humbles himself before Allah
Ta'ala, Allah Ta'ala will raise him.
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He who conceals his brother’s faults, Allah
Ta'ala will conceal his faults in this world

and the hereafter.
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If a person has been provided a means by
which he has obtained his livelihood, he
should remain committed to it.
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Allah Ta'ala takes responsibility for the Good character is part of a man’s good

livelihood of one who seeks knowledge. fortune.
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A person slain while defending his family
is a shaheed (martyr) as is a person slain
while defending his faith.

14

5ol LSl s Jady o
sl Lol S sl bl ol o e 3, LSS

When a door leading to good opens for
someone, he should promptly seize the
opportunity for he does not know when
that door will close.
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He who believes in Allah Ta'ala and the
Last Day (Day of Qiyvaamat) should speak
that which is good or remain silent.
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A person slain while defending his wealth

1s a shaheed as is a person slain while
defending himself.
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He who believes in Allah Ta'ala and the
Last Day should honour and be hospitable
to his guests.
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He who believes in Allah Ta'ala and the
Last Day should honour and respect his
neighbour.
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Among the treasures of goodness is the
concealment of hardships, illnesses and

sadagah.
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When a person controls his anger despite
being able to ecxpress it, Allah Ta'ala
infuses his heart with peace and faith.
infuse: fill; pervade
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He who is not thankful for a little will not
be thankful for a lot.

When one of you walks towards a meal, he
should walk slowly and unhurriedly.
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If a person looks at his brother with the
intent of finding fault, Allah Ta'ala will
regard him with anger in this world and
the hereafter.
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If a person helps his brother without his

knowing, Allah Ta'ala will help him in this
world and the hereafter.
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If a person looks at a Mumin in a manner
that frightens him, Allah Ta'ala will fill him
with fear on the Day there is no zill but
His. He will bring him forth in the form of
an ant — with his flesh, body, and all his
limbs and organs — until he is brought to
where he belongs.
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He, who looks through his brother's books

A Mumin is a Mumin’s brother; he neither letters or any other text] without his

wrongs him nor insults him. permission, is as if he looks at hellfire.
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A Mumin for another Mumin is like a
structure whose various parts support

one another,
Like the parts of a structure, one Mumin supports

and strengthens ancther.
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One of you notices a speck of straw in his
brother’s eye but ignores the trunk of a
date palm in his own.

Allah Ta'ala's gift to a Mumin is someone
in need at his door.

He notices the smallest imperfections of others

but ignores significant ones in himself.
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Beware of the good-natured man’s assault Patience is the grave of all flaws.
when he is hungry and that of the vile man Througlh palievice and seli-restraint, one’s flaws
after he has eaten his fill. remain hidden.
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Ward off the waves of hardship with du'aa’.
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Show kindness to others’ children and you
will remain protected in yours.

Your children will be shown kindness as well.
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When you become impoverished, engage in
trade with Allah Ta'ala by giving sadagah
(by giving zakaat wholeheartedly).
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When generosity is shown to you, repay
it with an act of greater generosity.

Nevertheless, the distinction remains with
the one who acted first.
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When a Mumin expresses irritation or
displeasure with his brother by uttering
“uff 7 to him, their bond of affection is
broken.
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When the intellect matures, words

decrease.
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When you seeck something from Allah

Ta'ala, begin your request by asking Him
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to pray salawaat upon Rasulullah 34 and
then ask for what you seek.
When two things are asked of Him
together, Allah Ta'ala is too honourable to
fulfill one and deny the other.
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You have three friends and three
enemies.

Your friends are: your friend, your
friend’s friend and your enemy’s enemy.

Your enemies are: your enemy, your
friend’s enemy and your enemy’s friend.
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The most praiseworthy zohd is to keep it
hidden.

zohd: the belittling and forsaking of worldly

nleasures
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Gratefully acknowledge Allah Ta'ala in
times of comifort and ease, and He will
acknowledge you Iwith aid and assistance]
in times of difficulty.
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Prosperity is undoubtedly a blessing, and a Poverty is undoubtedly a hardship, but a

still greater blessing than prosperity is health more severe hardship than poverty is illness of

of the body. And an even greater blessing
than health of the body is health of the soul.

the body. And an even more severe hardship
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than illness of the body is illness of the soul.
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A father has a responsibility towards his
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son and a son has a duty towards his father.
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A son’s duty towards his father is that

he obeys him in all matters other than in the
disobedience of Allah Subhaanahu.
A father’s responsibility towards his son
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is that [in accordance with the guidance of

Awliyaullah %] he names him well, ensures
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that he is well mannered and teaches him

al-Quran.
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There is little value in [a person’s]
knowledge when it is limited to the tongue
(to words).

The most valuable knowledge is that
which manifests itself in the limbs and
parts of the body (in actions).
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Only through ikhlaas is salvation
attainable.

Stinginess encompasses all the worst
flaws and is the reins by which one is led

towards every evil. tkhlaas: sincerity and purity of faith
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Refraining from sin is far easier than
secking forgiveness.
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What an awful preparation for the journey
to the hereafter is injustice towards other
men!
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Protect yourselves at the onset of the
cold season and embrace it at its end for
the cold has the same effect on bodies that
it has on trees.
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The arrival of the cold season burns
trees [causing their leaves to fall] but the
end revives them [with fresh leaves].

At the o L of autlimn when temperarires begin
to drop, leaves of certaln trees turn various hiues

of red and vellow, they diy and eventually [sll off.
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[Even] a stone, when taken wrongfully, is
responsible for the ruin of a house.
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PIUMIVES

To praise more than what is deserved is
flattery. To praise insufficiently, on the
other hand, is either due to an inability to
express oneself or jealousy.
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Anger is a type of madness because a person

who succumbs to his anger shows remorse
Being jealous of a friend is an illness that
afflicts friendship.

later on. However, if he shows no remorse then
[understand that| his madness still continues.
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Food that has gone sour is preferable to
sour words.

Fear Allah Ta'ala and you will be safe from
all others.
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The finest of men is the one who is:

* generous in times of difficulty,
» dignified when angry,

» careful and deliberate with his
words,

* humble in greatness,

» kind and considerate towards all
living things.
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Always control your anger and the
Lasting happiness lies in seeing [one’s]
brothers.

outcomes [of your endeavours] will be

]
*
o
o
fa]
i)
o
-
o
*;
»
"
io]
-
®
>
.'I-
»
M
*
N
A
+
.
t
-
]
-
Ll
‘.
L
#
¥
-
-
*
RS
"

praiseworthy.
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A person who approves of a certain
group’s act is the same as the one who
participates in that act with them. And
when participating in an act that is Baatil

(wrongful), a person commits two sins: the
sin of carrying it out and the sin of approval.
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Your livelihood seeks you so be at ease.

Have faitll In Allali Ta'ala and do not be atedous.
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There are two types of livelihood: the
one that you seek and the one that seeks
you. Livelihood will come to you even if
you do not go to it.

Do not burden your concern for today
with your concern for the entire year
because in each new day, Allah Ta'ala will
give you what He has set aside for you.

No one will ever reach your livelihood
before you and no one will ever be able to
seize it from you. What has been destined
for you will never be delayed.
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The beauty of that which is hidden is
greater than the beauty of that which is
apparent.

A person who listens to backbiting is
himself one of those who backbite.
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Man’s safety is in guarding his tongue.
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Generosity is giving before being asked. As
for giving after being asked, it is either out
of shame or fear of being criticised.
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The condition of friendship is doing away
with formalities.
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When asked about Allah Ta'ala’s words, “We
will most certainly endow him with a life of
hayaat tayyibah (a life that is good and pure)”,
Amirul Mumineen ® replied that it (hayaat
tayyibah) is contentment.
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The body’s health lies

jealousy.
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The heart’s cure is the recitation of
al-Quran.
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[When you need to] Rebuke your brother [do
so| by being genercus to him and turn away
his ill will with an act of kindness towards him.

rebuke: express disapproval of someone s behaviour
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A wise man’s chest is the chest of his
secrets.
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A man’s self-admiration is one among

those who are jealous of his intellect.

Those jealous of an intelligent person wish for the A wise man is one who is advised by

ruin of his intellect. experience.
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Refraining from immoral behaviour gives
beauty to poverty while thankfulness gives
beauty to wealth.
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I gained md'rifah of Allah Ta'ala through
the breaking down of firm determination

[ N

and the unravelling of strong resolve. n all

tinanrenrds lappens.
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Make a habit of giving sadagah and you

will remain safe from the disgrace of
stinginess and greed.
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You are obliged to make an effort, but you
are not obliged to succeed.

Success is in the hands of Allah Ta'ala.
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To be separated from loved ones is to be in

a strange, unfamiliar land

The doer of good is better than the good he
5.y

does while the doer of evil is worse than
the evil he commits
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Failing to achieve a desire is easier [to
bear| than seeking it from people who are

unfit to be asked. A man’s liberation is in the truth.
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While responding to a question put forward
to him about what was greater than the
universe, Amirul Mumineen #° stated that
it was slander. That is when a Mumin
makes false and malicious statements
about another Mumin.
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When asked to describe a sensible
man, Amirul Mumineen %* replied, “He is
the one who places each thing where it
belongs.”

He was then asked to describe a fool
to which he answered, “I just did.”
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Amirul Mumineen #° was asked, “If a
man was to be locked up in a house and
left there, how would his livelihood come
to him?”

He replied, “In the very same way his
death would.”
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Each man’s worth is [determined by] what

he does well.

N N N T, R R W R i e S O R =

-

Some morsels are such that they prevent

o/.
M -
3 T
o 3 w =
N .paJ pm
N .)_ S
b4 u,/ /\WWJ“ m 1“
Py ..
)._ ma ..md
v 5E




/ - 23
—JJ—S/J’J’S@ u“‘*’&wu}éj\w S
ﬁ;b)éju&.}fb/&di.ﬁjbﬁcj

Do not complain about your illness [to
anyone] except to the one who can provide
you with a cure.
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Generosity is complete when accompanied
by an apology [that one has not given
enough].
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Never think 1ll of another’s remarks when
it is possible for you to find some good in
them.

There is no knowledge like [knowledge
gained through| contemplation.
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contempiation: deep reflective thought
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There is no loneliness more terrifying than
[the loneliness of] self-admiration.
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There can be no closeness [to Allah Ta'ala]
in doing good deeds that are not obligated
if they harm those that are.
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People will not neglect an aspect of their
religion in order to deal with a worldly
cencern, but Allah Ta'ala will bring upon
them sormething that is far worse.
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The fulfillment of needs will not be proper
without three conditions. [When fulfilling
the needs of others, one should:]

*+ Consider them insignificant and
their importance will increase.

* Be discreet about them and they
will become known.
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» Attend to them promptly and
they will be beneficial.
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He who perseveres patiently will not be

deprived of success, no matter how long

it takes.
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A man cannot be faulted for a delay in
receiving what is rightfully his. He is
at fault, however, for taking what is not
rightfully his.
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An intelligent person’s tongue follows his
thoughts while a fool’s thoughts follow his
tongue.
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A friend is not a {riend unless he protects
his brother in three situations: in his
difficulty, in his absence and in his death.
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A Mumin should divide his time into three
parts:
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¢« a time for worship and devotion
to Allah Ta'ala,

» a ftime for attending to his
livelihood,

» a time for pursuing pleasures

¥

T F e T

¥

that are halaal and appropriate.
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No one town or city is more suitable for
you than another. The best of places is the
one that bears you and provides for you.

Nothing is [considered to be] lost from your
wealth if it has taught you a lesson.
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A person does not confine something to
his thoughts but it escapes through slips

of his tongue and expressions of his face. Speak gently and you will be loved.
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A martyr in Allah Ta'ala’s cause is no more

deserving of reward than a person who -

though capable of carrying out an immoral
act, refrains from it. Indeed, such a person
is nearly a firishtah.
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The person suffering from severe hardship
1s no more in need of du'aa’ than one free
from it; [for] he, too, is not safe from its
reach. Du'aa’is always necessary.
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Associating oneself with [a group of] people
in their character and behaviour offers
protection from their malice.

malice: intention to do evil
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Anything [deemed to be] good is not good if
it leads to hellfire. And anything [deemed
to be] evil is not evil if it leads to jannat.
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When a person mends that which is
between himself and Allah Ta'ala, Allah
Ta'ala will mend that which is between
him and others.
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He who is obstinate will perish.

obstinate: stubborn in opinion
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If a Mumin saves his brother from hunger,
Allah Ta'ala will provide him with the fruits
of jannat.

Continuous longing and unrealistic
expectations spoil one’s endeavours.
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The person who warns you is like the one
who brings you glad tidings.

He who is mindful of the journey’s distance
prepares [for it].
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He who draws the sword of tyranny, will
himself be killed by it.

When someone expects good of you, be
true to his expectations.
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When a person considers small hardships
A person lethargic in his efforts will suffer to be great, Allah Ta'ala will bring upon

from sorrow. him hardships that are [in fact] great.
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When one’s own soul (conscience) is his
advisor, Allah Ta'ala is his protector.
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An ungrateful person will not achieve
SUCCESS.
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When a person talks too much, his
mistakes increase.

When one’s mistakes increase, his
sense of shame diminishes.

Whenone’ssenseofshamediminishes,
he is less inclined to refrain from sin.

When one is less inclined to refrain
from sin, his heart (conscience) dies.

A person whose heart is dead will
enter hellfire.
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The atonement for grave sins is in giving
A person should never blame another

for suspecting him of doing wrong if he
places himself in positions in which he is
vulnerable to accusation.

succour to the oppressed and in providing

relief to the distressed.
atonement: making amends for a wrong
succour: support in times of hardship
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What an exquisite fragrance is musk!
Although light in its weight, its scent is

wonderfully redolent. People are enemies of what they do not

redolent: fragrant or sweet-smelling know.
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Running away from your own self (self-
indulgence) is more beneficial than
running away from a lion.

Bring forth what you possess, for through
it, you will be known.
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A person who informs on others with
malicious intent creates a month’s worth
of discord in an instant.

discord: disagreement between people

YO4

P

T P I N I T L T T S e 3

]

]
! I.
o]
v
b
1
i
o
|
"
]
L
#
*
o]
‘.
"]
..
3
3
]
|E

£

AR SR E R LY

Lé’“/; \3(: \L

%bs\@“&j uuuué cb

P ey bufygg,sq&'cﬁﬂ? !sz;)bra\’L\
Sl il Ly s Sillas i el s 2

b o5 sle bSOl o

O son of Adam! When you perceive that
Allah Ta'ala continues to bestow His
bounties upon you and all the while you
disobey Him, fear Him.
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Beware of stinginess and greed, for they
have truly brought ruin on those before
youl.
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Prefer for your Mumin brother what you
prefer for yourself.

Prefer for all people what you prefer for
yourself.

Prefer for all others (all of Creation) what
you prefer for yourself.
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Kufr(unbelief), at its very least, is for a man
to hear a remark from his Mumin brother
and remember it with the intention of
censuring him. Those who act in this way
have no share of good in the hereafter.

censure: to express strong disapproval or harsh

criticism
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When a man passes by while food has been
placed before you, invite him if he greets you

all with salaam. If he fails to do so, then do
not invite him.
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When you become angry, desist from
speaking ill.

desist: to cease from an action; stop
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Spread goodwill and peace by reciting salaam,

engage in feeding others, ensure good relations
with kin and pray namaaz at night while Pay a labourer his wages before his

others sleep; you will enter jannat in peace. perspiration dries.
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The worthiest of all merits is to:

* reconcile with those who have

severed relations with you,

* be generous to those who have
deprived you,

* show kindness to those who have
wronged you,

+ forgive those who have treated you
unjustly.

reconcile: to restore friendly relations
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Shall T not inform you of two things which require
little effort, yet provide great reward? From among

the deeds with which one meets Allah Ta'ala there

are none such as these: silence and good character.
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The most honourable quality of the
Nabiyeen, Siddigeen, Shohadaa’ and
Saalcheen is visiting one another for the
sake of Allah Ta'ala.
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Thinking positively and presuming good
in others are a form of better baadat.
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The best of your clothes are those that are
white.

Sadagah wards off death of an unpleasant
manner as do acts of kindness.
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Indeed, replying to a letter is as mandatory
as responding to a salaam.

There is indeed a door to everything, and
the door to 7haadat is rozah.
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Look at those who are beneath you (less
fortunate) and not at those who are above,
for it is befitting that you do not belittle
Allah Ta'ala’s blessings upon you.

oY

L0004

'33}3&&‘5}535

u’). ")/.“

sl LRl

o

yu\ ’u;.\

‘ QE\

2 f

NI

-
U
-



X

B e 1

uo,sbuw;;eip

S ety

2 o Ses b s s b S U o2

I ol Gl
_KF(.
35 ol mils 3L edls NS5 _ 5 S Ue

%?;ngjjujbg°wiiiw

s .~

Following a meal, remove particles of food
lodged between your teeth. For doing so
leads to the health of the canines and
molars, and draws a man’s livelihood
towards him.
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The Jamaa’at (of Mumineen) is a blessing
while separation [from it] is torment.
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Be sure to have dinner even if only a
handful of inferior quality dates because
forgoing dinner leads to senility.

senility: weaknesses and diseases caused by old age
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Fear and awe of Allah Ta'ala lie at the head
of every wisdom.

Asking a worthy question is one-half of
knowledge.
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Brushing one’s teeth makes the mouth
fragrant and healthy, and pleases the
Lord.
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A person in need is sent by Allah Ta'ala.
Therefore, by giving him [something] one gives
to Allah Ta'ala, whereas by denying him one
denies Allah Ta'ala.

Allah Ta'ala sends such a person ag a trial for mankind
and as a means of bestowing them reward.
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Your principal idaam is salt.

principal: first in order of importance

. - >
idaam: any type of food that is eaten with bread Brushing teeth increases one’s eloquence.
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An act of sadagah is rewarded ten-
fold and Qardan Hasanaa cighteen-
fold. Being gracious towards Mumineen
brethren is rewarded twenty-fold, whereas
graciousness towards family and relatives
is rewarded twenty-four-fold; it lengthens
one’s life and banishes poverty.
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Be gracious to your family and relatives An act of sadaqah extinguishes sins the

even if only with salaam. way water extinguishes fire.
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A promise is a gift.
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A promise is a debt.

A promise should be fulfilled just as a debt should
be repaid.
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A word of wisdom is every wise man’s lost
object.

A wise person always searches for wisdom just as

one who has lost something searches for it.
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Eat masoor dal often for it softens the

heart and increases one’s tears. Indeed, it

has been blessed by seventy Prophets #5,

masoor dal: a lentil of a small orange-red variety
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He whois ungrateful to people is ungrateful

to Allah Ta'ala.
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One should not obey the created if it entails
disobeying the Creator.

entail; cause or involve as a consequence
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If you trust Allah Ta'ala as you should, He
will provide sustenance for you the way He
does for a bird: in the morning it leaves
hungry and in the evening it returns
having had its fill.
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A man has not swallowed a mouthful
more pleasing to Allah Ta'ala than that
of uncontrollable anger, or a mouthful of
patience in a time of hardship.
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He who attaches little value to namaaz

is not of me, nor is he who consumes an
intoxicant; he will not meet me at Haud-e-
Kawthar, by Allah, he will not.
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A man does not believe in Allah Ta'ala
when he passes the night on a full stomach
while his neighbour remains hungry.

There is no deed greater than feeding the
hungry.
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Procrastination by the wealthy is cruelty.
For example, when the wealthy procrastinate in
fulfilling a promise or repaying a debt.

procrastination: delaying needlessly
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A Mumin is defined as one whom people
deem trustworthy in all matters pertaining
to their wealth, souls and bodies.
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If one worships Allah Ta'ala with ikhlaas

for forty days, springs of wisdom from
within his heart will flow upon his tongue.
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When Allah Ta'ala has favoured a person

with His blessings, he should make them
visible on his own self.

AA




-

ESN Y1 J;\rb\)\
“—é/ )j’v ﬁi\ws«u\) Lo obs

Al dS Soms Sy r‘ﬂfw;gw

(Se) ok Jrelal ds g dl e
y

Sale S il izl pil et sl
Sk IS, e

What an excellent idaam is vinegar, what an

excellent idaam is olive oil. Olive oil is the

fragrance and idaam of the Prophets %, it is

mubarak and no home is lacking in something
to eat with bread if there is vinegar.
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The person who imitates a group of people
is one of them.

imitate: to use or follow as a model
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O son of Adam! Every day you are blessed
with your livelihood yet vyou grieve,

whereas every day your life diminishes yet
you rejoice.
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There are two blessings in which many
people stand deceived: health and leisure.
Most people take their health and spare time for

granted.
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The barakat of a meal is complete when:

* bismillah is recited at its beginning,

» gratitude for Allah Ta'ala is expressed
at its end,

* both hands are washed before and
after eating,

* the hands that partake of it are many,

* itis halaal
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Beseech Allah Ta'ala for the descent of

[vour| livelihood by giving sadagah (by
giving zakaat wholeheartedly).
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To spare oneself from having to make an
excuse 1s more honourable than making
one even when honest.
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Generosity is the protector of good repute. The completion of ikhlaas is in refraining

repute: the opinion generally held of someone from disobedience
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Time is [divided into] two days: one which
is in your favour and the other against.
When it is in your favour do not be boastful,
and when it is against be patient.
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The most valuable words are those that
are validated by deeds and actions.
validate: demonstrate the truth or wvalue of

something
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Even a single sin is one too many, whereas
a thousand deeds of obedience are too few.

Look after your father; your son will look
after you.
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Your delight with this world is [a kind of]
self-delusion.

Some words can be more piercing than the
blow of an arrow.
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I sought peace and found it in abandoning
sin.

Cast aside your pride, discard your
arrogance and think of your grave.
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I sought comfort and found it in
relinquishing whims and fancies. I sought humility and found it in accepting

relinquish: put aside; let go al-Haq (what is true and right).
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I sought wealth and found it in being

content with little. I sought supremacy and found it in secking

knowledge and in tagqwaa.
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Contentment is an inexhaustible treasure.
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Aman’s hardshipis a prelude to prosperity.

prelude: an action or event serving as an I sought acclaim and found it in being

introduction generous.
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Live with contentment; you will become a

king.
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Lofty aspiration is a part of imaan.
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You must always have patience for it is
to imaan what the head is to the body. A
body is of no use without a head just as
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Be sure to eat apples for they cleanse and

imaan is of no virtue without patience. soothe the stomach.
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Your faults remain concealed for only as Long-windedness is the flaw of speech.

long as your fate favours you. long-windedness: tiresomely long
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Food is sustenance for the body while wisdom

is sustenance for the intellect. When the
Every day in which a man does not disobey

Allah Ta'ala is for him a day of Eid.

intellect fails to find sustenance it dies the
way a body does in the absence of food.
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Remain in this world with your body and
in the hereafter with your soul and deeds.

Live in such a manner that you prosper in both
this world and the hereafter.
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Be gracious in forgiving whenever you

prevail, and be just whenever you come to
a position of power.

prevail: to prove superior

I



- %Jjj!ﬂbe}»?g”uﬁ@ Cnnaze LU
Eonpe 35 e S S A i o
3 e, S U5 aol Ao s 5 i i
oo b a3 o s il e Soobe e o
’3/‘(\H—LJ§UIE'K;C‘?"£L’ Sl oy

Sy s

Do not regard the weak among your
Mumineen brethren with disdain. When
one belittles a Mumin, Allah Ta'ala regards
him with disdain and loathing. Unless he
repents, Allah Ta'ala will not unite him
with his Mumin brother on the Day of
Qiyaamat.

disdain: the {eeling that somecone is unworthy of
reanpect

loathing: iritense dislike or disgust
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Do not be neglectful, for you have not been
neglected.

Pay attention to the hereafter and do not neglect
it because Allah Ta'ala is mindful of your deeds

and actions,
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That I may gather a few of my companions
upon even a measure* or two of food is
more desirable to me than to head towards
this market of yours and free a slave.

* A saa' is four times the amount of grain a
person can hold in both hands, approximately 3.5

kilograms of wheat.
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The tyrantamong men has three attributes:
* Hewrongs those above him through
disobedience.
* He persecutes those below him
through repression.

*» He supports fellow tyrants.

repression: the action of subduing someone by
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force

L W ]

WA WA

™
[
ol
s
L
™
I
§
N
i
I
™
s
i
s
"
s
s
s
11
s
1o
s
b
s
L
s
-
s
e
#
t
.
-
N
*
b
.li
.
R
*
.
b
s
-
-
=
-
-
-
had
*
-
-
-
L
-
"
e
'
o
-
-
-
&
)
-
-
»
-
.
=
| b
=
i e
"
|
ol
*
=
*
-
s
e
.
1
s
N
{:
)




EEEEEL AL S LTS

PR S FOPNRARO .| :
;f: % N
bl ot Ko s 3 u;\*ié«v»
S s b tlabal (v i sbeys sl

s 1S ool b 33,51k
B2 o e el 3l sl (7

—~
L - s I - & =
|_:1$|.éj\,m? ‘_;JU_) 5 bﬁ? ,::i;_g._; ey :&_,wl.auu

A wise man should not set out but for one
of three reasons:
* to improve his standard of living,
* [to enhance] his standing in the
hereafter,
* [to obtain] pleasure from that which
is not forbidden.
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How admirable is the humility shown by
the affluent towards the poor as a means
of obtaining Allah Ta'ala’s grace. More
admirable still is the pride shown by the
poor towards the rich as a sign of their
trust in Allah Ta'ala.

affluent: prosperous; financially well-off
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The moment a person eats a pormegranate

and it enters his stomach, he is rid of

bl
o
)

2
bt
|l ’

An unwell person has not sought a cure devilish insinuations.

like [the cure found in] drinking honey. insinuation: an unpieasant hint or suggestion of

something bad
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When a person approaches a wealthy
individual and humbles himself before

him out of consideration for his wealth,
two-thirds of his faith is lost.
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How numerous are the warnings and

counsels [to be taken from this world], but
how little is the heed paid to them.

heed: careful attention
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Ifaman grieves over |[something that eludes
him from]| the material world, then he has
become displeased with Allah Ta'ala’s will.

elude: fail to attain something desired

YEA

: ‘:;

P ¥ S 5 &5 & 683 8
o .rld‘f_'_-"'-\?\_

=

o
Lk
N G
g
%

EPRVICRETTISINRVINP DR e
smblbal_ e il Ao a2, S
.%Lf,:,uﬁygf%w;ww

One of the most noble deeds of the
honourable man is turning a blind eye
to what he is aware of [with regard to the
indiscretions and vices of others].

indiscretion: behaviowr that displays poor judgement
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Recalling experiences is an element of
tawfeeq.
A person’s ability to benefit from experience

indicates inspiration and guidance from Allah Ta'ala.
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He who listens to a talebearer will loose a

friend.
talebearer: a person who maliciously gossips or

reveals secrets
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If one fulfils a desire of his Mumin brother, When someone’s character is depraved,
Allah Ta'ala will fulfil many of his needs . recite the azaan in his ear.
and desires, one of which is jannat. - b i #  depraved: morally corrupt
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The person who critisises people after
observing their flaws and finding them
reprehensible, only to accept these very
flaws in himself, is truly a fool.

reprehensible: deserving condemnation
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Worry and grief are one-half of senility.

V04

When upon finding a piece of bread
discarded upon a path, someone picks
it up, wipes it and then places it upon a
ledge, Allah Ta'ala will ordain for him one
hasanat, each hasanat being tenfold. If he
eats it, Allah Ta'ala will ordain for him two
hasanat manifold.
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Addressing the mortal man, Moulana al-Imam

al-Hasan ®* states:

What makes you so proud? Your
beginning is from a foul-smelling drop
of fluid, your end is a putrid corpse
and in between you are [nothing more
than| a container of waste.

putrid: rotting and emitting an unpleasant smell
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Having witnessed a man decline an invitation to a

meal, Moulana al-Imam al-Husain %* stated:
Stand up [and go], for there is no
excusing oneself when called to a
meal. If you are not observing rozah
then =at, ‘but ¥iyvou are, then seek
barakat [for your host].
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You should conceal sadagah to such an You should conceal suffering to such an

extent that it seems you are a miser. extent that it seems you are well.
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You should conceal poverty and neediness

to such an extent that it seems you are
affluent.

You should conceal anger to such an
extent that it seems you are pleased.
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Quarrels and feuds lead to the
deterioration and eventual loss of one’s
faith, the forfeiture of [good] deeds and the

inheritance of nifaaq (dissemblance).
dissemblance: concealing cne’s true motives and
thoughts
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You should conceal carrying out good
deeds (that are non-obligatory) to such an
extent that it seems you are neglectful in
doing them.
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Every act of benevolence is considered
sadagah. The benevolent in this world will be

No two things have been better combined
than the combination of forbearance with
knowledge.

deserving of Allah Ta'ala’s benevolence in the
hereafter and the first to enter jannat are the

benevolent. benevolence: kindness; goodwill
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When your Mumin brother happens to
visit you, offer him something to eat from
whatever you have available. When you
invite him, however, take pains in being
as hospitable as you can.
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If a man marries a woman solely for her
beauty or her wealth, he will consign
himself to it. However, if he marries her
for her faith and integrity, Allah Ta'ala will
bless him with [her| beauty and wealth.

Marrying solely for wealth and physical beauty
will ultimately lead to the loss of love and affection

in a marriage.
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If four traits are found in a man,
Allah Ta'ala will forgive him even if he is
immersed in sin from head to toe, and will
change those sins into hasanaat (merits):
* giving sadaqgah,

* a sense of shame,

* good character,

» gratefulness.
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Be eager to give sadaqgah and begin your
day with it. No Mumin offers sadagah in
the morning in order to please Allah Ta'ala
and obtain His grace, but Allah Ta'ala
protects him from any misfortune that
may befall him on that day.
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Wear clothes made of cotton for they were
the clothing of Rasulullah *. He considered
them the finest of all clothes and they are
what we wear as well.
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Allah Ta'ala has created the intellect. so
that it can realise servitude, not so that it
may comprehend divinity.
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While one of his companions was eating with him,
Moulana al-Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq®* addressed
him and said:

The degree of a man’s affection for

his Mumin brother is ascertained by
how well he eats from the meal his
brother presents. Indeed, I am greatly
delighted by a man, who in order to
please me, eats wholeheartedly from
the meal that I offer him.
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Be humble before those who teach you and
be modest with those whom you teach. Do
not become scholars who are arrogant and
hard-hearted lest your baatil (wrongdoing)
does away with your hag.

Arroganceandhard-heartedness negate the benefit

and honour that lie in imparting knowledge.
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Thareed is barakat, and a meal intended
for one suffices two.

thareed: a dish of pieces of bread soaked in meat

broth

Mualeedaa is also referred to as thareed.
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When a man embraces any one of the
following three qualities, he has entered
jannat:

* generosity despite poverty,

* cheerfulness with all people,

* justice with his own self.
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Three things prevent forgetfulness and
sharpen the memory:

* reciting al-Quran,

* brushing one’s teeth,

* observing rozah.
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Washing clothes dispels worry and sorrow.
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The most exemplary Muslims are those
who are gracious, helpful and beneficial to
others.



et

RN N
o
B e

L3

1

>

CE TR S X
-‘.‘\&F )
-

i 8
8

L ol o

(e b Gy 3L 3l ) 00 b3 S s

o 55 K 55
ccon 505 Sl 3 b0 ST, 1
o Db O rb’xﬁ.»?»(ﬁ 25 L (¥

-

~¢-°L}JJL°:\:—3“~;§&5'»?/{)QUL(V

CR)
2

L)

I I R N R N B N BN N
R ] - T
) o s .

. e O ] 3 = .0 = « W e

On the Day of Qiyaamat all eyes will be

deprived of sleep [due to fear and worry]

except three:

» the eye that has forsaken sleep for the
cause of Allah Ta'ala,

* the eye that has averted its gaze from
what Allah Ta'ala has forbidden,

» the eye that has wept in fear and awe of
Allah Ta'ala.
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If people pursued balanced diets their
bodies would become healthy and robust.
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With reference to Allah Ta'ala’s words, “And
squander not [your wealth] wastefully”, Moulana
al-Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq ®* explained:
In the obedience of Allah Ta'ala there
is no [such thing as] squandering.
No matter how much wealth is spent in cobeying
Allah Ta'ala, it is not squandered. However,
anything spent in discbeying Him is squandered,

even if little,
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The following are amongst the deeds that
lead to Allah Ta'ala’s happiness:

offering a rozdaar something to eat at
the end of his fast,

meeting and gathering with Mumineen
brethren,

waking up during the night for ihaadat.
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If one recounts a statement uttered by a
Mumin with the intention of maligning
him, dishonouring him or so that he may
fall in the eyes of others, Allah Ta'ala will
oust him from His dominion and hand
him over to Iblees. Allah Ta'ala will not
accept him.

malign: abuse someone in a spitefully critical
manner

dominion: rule; authority
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Whoever seeks knowledge in order to boast
amongst other scholars, or to argue with
the ignorant, or to become the focus of
people’s attention, or to lay claim to their
leadership, then let him take his place
in fire. Leadership is not suitable but for
those who deserve it.
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Someone intending to do good should
act promptly without delay. For at times,
a man does something good and [at that
very instant] Allah Ta'ala declares, ‘I have
forgiven you and will never again record
your sins.’
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Someone intending to commit a sin should
never do so. For at times, a man commits
a sin and [at that very instant] Allah Ta'ala
declares, ‘By my honour, [ will never forgive
you following this.’
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A Muslim should exert himself in earning
his livelihood to the point that he has
endured the intensity of the sun.
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A man’s aftire, when immaculate and
elegant, frustrates his adversary and
brings him disgrace.

immaculate: spotlessly clean

adversary: opponent; enemy
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Certitude will not be undermined by doubt.

certitude: absolute certainty or conviction

wy

It befits our brethren, may Allah Ta'ala

give them strength, to not:

* hate a single field of knowledge among
all knowledge,

* shun a particular book among books,

* bear prejudice towards a certain faith
from among the faiths [of the world].
Indeed, our philosophy and our faith engulf
all faiths and encompass all knowledge.

shun: to avoid deliberately
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The virtuous man wishes to continue
living in this world so that Allah Ta'ala
may bring to light through him hitherto
hidden good and virtue, thereby rewarding
him greatly and elevating his standing in
the hereafter.

The purpose behind a man’s desire for longevity
should be to do good and virtuous deeds.

hitherto: until this time
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This advice of mine to you is
comprehensive: undertake only those
deeds that if others were to follow in your
footsteps in doing them, you would be
pleased.
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Inasmuch as a Mumin is obligated to pray

namaaz and observe rozah, he is obligated

to be:

* compassionate to the ignoble as well as
the distinguished,

+ affectionate towards both a Mumin and
a non-Mumin,

* cordial with those who are close to him
and those who are not.

ignoble: of humble origin or social status

cordial: courteous, warm and friendly
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Whenever you hear an individual overly
criticising people and repeatedly pointing
out a particular flaw, be assured that that
flaw is in him.
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I desire of you three and discourage you
from three:
* 1 desire truth and discourage
falsehood,
» [ desire integrity and discourage
treachery,
* I desire humility and discourage
arrogance, and this is what I fear
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Indeed, al-Haq (what is true and right), even

when little, is superior to an abundance of

al-Baatil (falsehood). most for you.
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An intelligent man is defined as one
who obeys Allah Ta'ala, adheres to His
commandments, refrains from what He has
forbidden and obtains knowledge from Him
and His beloved Awliyaa’ 5.
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The answer to an idiot is refusing to answer

him.
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Tawfeeq always accompanies good intent.
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Ensuring the satisfaction and happiness
of each and every person is a goal which

will always remain beyond reach; there is
no achieving it.
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Beware of abusing any one of the deceased
with obscenities.

Whenever you are entrusted with a task,

discharge it with proficiency and integrity;
do not be lacking [in your resolve] and
untrustworthy.

obscenity: an extremely offensive word or

expression
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Maintaining harmony amongst one

another is a key factor in establishing

peace and order and it is one of the most

assured means to achieve victory and
success.
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Treat those who have an affinity for you
with tact and consideration.
affinity: natural liking or sympathy

tact: sensitivity in dealing with others
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Be generous with your wealth to the needy
in your midst and show them compassion;

you will be protected from poverty in this
world and from fear in the next.
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Every action that has no positive outcome
is a pointless pastime, and every statement
that has no real meaning is a lie.
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When a person labours in this world for
material gain, without any consideration
for the hereafter, his efforts are misguided
because they neither have significance nor
a favourable outcome.
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When a person endeavours in this
world for the hereafter while firmly believing
in it, only then do his endeavours have
significance and a favourable outcome;
therefore, they are truly meritorious.

O

meritorious: deserving reward or praise
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My dear son, success in the material
world is measured by wealth and children,
whereas success in the hereafter is
measured by knowledge and conviction.

When, for the sake of Allah Ta’ala, a man
applies what knowledge he possesses,
Allah Ta'ala will enlighten him with
knowledge he does not possess.
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Allah Ta'ala has not bestowed upon
Creation a blessing greater than the
intellect. Therefore, it is incumbent upon
them to be grateful to Him for it.

incumbent: necessary for someone as a duty
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You should know that a breach of trust
or contract is not restricted to financial
matters alone, but applies to all things
in general, including words, deeds and

intentions.
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A breach of faith in something you say, do or

intend is just as reprehensible as a breach of trust

2
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or contract in a financial matter.
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Everything that deviates from a state of
equilibrium falls outside the limits of perfection.

deviate: to depart from an established course Barakat, all of barakat, lies in that which

is halaal.

£

equilibrium: a state in which opposing forces or

influences are halanced
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Deeds undertaken purely for the sake
of Allah Ta'ala remain unaffected by the
vicissitudes of time, safe from alteration

and change. Worldly troubles alter and
affect only those deeds that are done with
the intention of worldly gain.
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A man who does something purely for Aliah Ta'ala
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~ ‘:?é (o L_«.;S L‘-’JJ-;'UJ L‘/-"' _ %O-’ s C_\ will always remain committed whether or not he

receives material gain or worldly acclaim.

vicissitude: a change of circumstances
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Materialism results in hard-heartedness.
malerialistn:  a tendency to consider material
possessions  and  phiysical comfort as maore

mportant than spintaal vahies
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My brother, realise that you have three
days:

Yesterday: the day that has passed, the
events of which have already occurred.
Tomorrow: the day in which you do not
know what you will encounter.

Today: the only day from your life that
is yours. Make the most of it before it
passes.
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A man who takes comfort in this world
and places his trust in it is [not only] a

victim of deception, but when compared to
the wise, he is [also] insanc.
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Al-Hilm (forbearance] 1is defined as
restraining oneself from seeking revenge,

s0 as not to commit an act that defies what
the intellect dictates.

Y.

-~




35Es s e el 5

» 2
Lg,a_\_c%a«_\wﬁuc)u\ i{ﬁiﬁ:)_\ab)

The world has two hands: one gives while
the other takes.
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Al-Karam (magnanimity)is defined as the trouble
taken by an individual in order to improve the

lives of those less fortunate without considering
it a burden or expecting anything in return.

magnatimity: the quality of being generous and nobile
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Generosity emerges from courage. The
courageous man is not afraid to spend and
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give generously because he is convinced in
his strength (given to him by Allah Ta’'ala}
to acquire whatever he wants whenever he
wishes to do so.
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Renounce the material world today, for
tomorrow it will renounce you and leave
you and your life shattered in pieces.

renounce: give up voluntarily
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Use your wealth for the protection of your
body, and your body for the protection of
your faith.
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Devote yourself to the development of
your soul before Time devotes itself to the
destruction of your body.
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Life in this world is similar to a man’s
sleep; to awake is to die.
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The soul is like a blank sheet of paper that
is ready to accept whatever is inscribed
upon it. Fortunate is he who happens
to come across a sincere adviser who
inscribes true and righteous words upon
this paper.
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Time is ever-changing, and in its changing
circumstances and misfortunes there are
complete lessons for the wise and discerning.

discerning: having or showing good judegment
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You should know that a Mumin enjoys
certain rights that his brother is obligated
to honour. He should:

. always offer him sincere advice,

v respond to him whenever he calls
him,

. assist him to the best of his ability,

. prevent others from backbiting him,

. forgive him his mistakes,

» accept his excuses,

. protect his honour,

. visit him when he is ill,

. be his pall-bearer.

enjoy: possess and benefit from
pall-bearer: a person carrying & junaazah
TAL
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The purposeful, sensible man is one who
is vigilant in the skilful pursuit of good
deeds and knowledge that will ensure his
salvation on the Day of Qiyaamat.
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Do not rely on procrastination and delay,

for they are like an unreliable mount [that
never carries its rider to his destinationj.
Do not constantly resort to excusing
yourself with ‘if only it were so’ and ‘if only
it were not so’ in the observation of your
religious rites and duties, for it will prevent
you from carrying out your obligations.
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The hardship faced by the wealthy in
amassing and safeguarding their wealth
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Indeed, the greatest of Allah Ta'ala’s

names, the one by which the skies and and the agony over what they lose from it

is several times greater than the hardship
faced by the poor.

earth remain in place, is obedience.
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There is no reward greater than the reward
obtained by a man who shows kindness to
his Mumin brother and comes to his aid. In
all his brother’s difficulties, his assistance is
complete, never lacking or falling short.

Mend any discord that may exist among
you; you will thrive in both worlds.
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When you have undertaken a good deed,
persist with it for the duration of a year. If
you do so, it is likely that it will become a
lifelong habit.
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The nature of this world is such that
when a man renounces it and treats it

with disdain, it longs for him and willingly
presents itself before him.
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Act according to what pleases Allah Ta'ala
and sure enough you will be pleased.
When Allah Ta'ala is pleased with you, He
will ensure that others are pleased with
you as well.

Combine your rigour with your gentleness
and your gentleness with your rigour.

rigour: severity or strictness
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Be a man whose feet are firmly grounded
yet whose lofty resolve touches the stars.
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If you desire an increase in your livelihood
and a lengthy life, then always ensure good
relations with your family and relatives
even if they bite you like venomous snakes.

TAA
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The principles of Moulana al-Imam
al-Husain’s 3 shahaadat are founded
upon truth and loyalty. Its fundamentals
are based upon mutual compassion and
sincerity, whilst its lofty tents are raised
upon trust in Allah Ta'ala with complete
conviction and upon unwavering fortitude
in the face of the oppressor’s oppression.
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Associate with people of all faiths and
treat them with kindness and affection. By
doing so, sow seeds of love in their hearts.
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Allegiance to the country under whose
flag a person prospers and from whose
resources he benefits is obligated by his
humanity.
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Whoever tends to an individual’s education
and upbringing in the correct manner,
gains the honour of assisting Allah Ta'ala.
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Strive to be a person who:

+ understands the true nature of his soul
and thus appreciates its value,

» praises Allah Ta'ala with every breath,

* dedicates himself to learning and
commits himself to working hard in
obtaining knowledge,

* defends knowledge against the dangers
that beset it and the dangers faced by
those who possess it.

beset: trouble something persistently
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Be courageous in your determination
to engage in a diverse range of business
ventures. Do not limit yourself to one

category because if it is not favourable
then another can take its place.
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It is Satan’s habit to approach those he
wishes to beguile through the door of their
inclinations and desires.

beguile: enchant someone in a deceptive way

inclination: an interest in or liking for something
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He who lacks self-respect cannot hope to
be respected by others.

Engage in trade and industry. Not one of

you should sit idle for even a day, nay, not Respect yoursell by refraining from Allah Ta'ala’s

even an instant. disobedience.
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Pursue the goal of salvation as one who
knows well the value of life. Fear missing
[this] opportunity as one who fears death.
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When anything is sought through its
correct channel, it is easily obtained.
Anyone who attempts otherwise, however,
will stray from the right path, stumble and
fall.
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Namaaz forms a continuous bond between
a servant and his Lord. By virtue of it, a
man becomes nearer to Allah Ta'ala and
receives from Him support, guidance and
deliverance in all aspects of work and life.

deliverance: rescue from danger; salvation
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Deeds! Deeds! For deeds, when carried out
with knowledge and understanding, result
in the fulfilment of expectations.
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Faithfulness is one of the most outstanding
characteristics of a human being.
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Any act carried out with ikhlaas, even if
small, merits plentiful reward.
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Be sure to trim the hair from your
moustache that grows on to your upper
lip, taking care no part of it is ever covered
by hair. Let your beard grow; never trim
nor shave it.
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Adhere to Allah Ta'ala’s taqwaa regardless
of where you may be.
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The last morsels left in a dish contain
the most barakat. Firishtah bless with
salawaat and pray for the increased
prosperity of those who wipe a dish clesn
with their fingers and eat every last morsel
of food; they will receive manifold hasarni!
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Practise zohd in this world and Allah
Ta'ala will grace you with His affection. 1
indifferent to that which is in the handx !
others and they will become fond of you.
zohd: the belittling and forsaking of worldly pleai
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Be merciful to those on earth; you will be
shown mercy from the heavens.
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Treat your children with dignity
ensure that they are well-mannered.
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Take counsel with the wise and you will be

guided. Do not disregard their counsel lest
you become regretful.
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Indeed, Allah Ta'ala despises a family that
Allah Ta'ala adores cleanliness; wretcliod consumes the flesh of their dead brother

is he who is filthy. by indulging in backbiting.
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Is there any illness more severe flinii Awaiting relief from suffering through

stinginess? patience is ibaadat.
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Beware of being enamoured of this world
for being so is the root of all sins. The
material world ruins he who seeks il
and all the while he is never able to truly
possess it.

enamoured: to be filled with love for
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Three people will remain untouched by
hellfire on the Day of Qiyaamat:
* theonewhoobeys his parents and treats

them with reverence and kindness,

* the woman who respects her husband's
wishes,

* the servant who fulfils his obligations
towards Allah Ta'ala and his master.
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A sense of shame and modesty brings

about nothing but good.
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The finest amongst you is he who learns
and teaches al-Quran al-Majeed.
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Good is a habit, and evil is to remain obdurate.
In order to do good a man miust make a habit
of it. Downg evil, however, is inherent in human
nature and overcoming it requires self-discipline.

obdurate: stubbornly persistent in wrongdoing
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Zakaat is the bridge to Islam.

A person who does not give zakaatis not a Muslim,
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Refresh and reinvigorate your spirit and
intellect time after time.
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Be comforting to others; do not drive them

away. Travel; you will benefit.
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In this world and the next, the king of all
food is meat and the king of all drinks
is water. You should regularly consume
meat for it ensures the growth of flesh.
The character of he who fails to eat meat
once within forty days will deteriorate.
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Become healthy by doing rozah.
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Blessed is he who:

+ spends wealth that he has earned
without disobeying Allah Ta'ala,

* associates himself with the wise and
those who understand the intricacies
of Shariat,

* distances himself from the sinful and
disobedient.
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A man who takes back a gift is like a dog

that eats its own vomit. associate: to keep company
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Adhere to the zikr and remembrance ol
Allah Ta'ala for it is the fountainhead ol
all good.
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‘Ajwah are from jannat.
‘Ajwah: A superior quality of dates

al-Madinah al-Munawwarah
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Remain in this world as if you are a stranger
in a foreign land and consider yoursell
among those who have already departed,

Visit the ill and attend funerals; they will

Always prepare yourself for the hereafter. cause you to remember the hereafter.
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Allah Ta'ala has cursed alcohol with
la'nat and so too the one who produces
it, commissions it, sells it, purchases it,
drinks it, serves it, benefits from its sale,
transports it and the one to whom it is
being transported.
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Allah Ta'ala has cursed interest with la'ruef
and so too the one who takes it, gives il,
sells it, buys it, records it and the two who
act as witnesses to its transactions.
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A man does not give off a pleasant scenl
but his intellectual capacity has beei
enhanced.
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If the son of Adam were to have [in his
possession]| two wadis of wealth, he would
still desire a third.

wadi: valley
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A Mumin steadfast in his faith is like o
date palm (which always remains firm). A
Mumin weak in his faith is like a small
seedling (which wavers in the slightest
wind).
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When one favours love and devotion
to Allah Ta'ala over that to. others, then
Allah Ta'ala will suffice him from being
dependent on them.

Y




A >
S MK Ly By e
ch;%LJUL}b%J@
PR ERPEX RN A I
Sasizilyile
e Sud il dbyile
2 Gy malliyile
CLJ{;.,LLL}L;.‘L“S“QJ bbjwﬂ@
fa.f;b‘ :kz:.a_:;%;u.ud.m\ Ll il
2 A
cdwﬁ»&_ =g olkle
-%bmikfjbbybbé«bwé_\-@

YY




LA LD,

ﬁﬂj—dfvyuﬁs}wuﬂﬂ
ce Sk G b e b

When a person completes his wudw’,
prays his namaaz well and as prescribed,

gives the zakaat of his wealth, controls his
anger, cages his tongue, shows kindness,
seeks his Lord’s forgiveness, and expresses
his devotion to my Ahlebait, then he has
fulfilled the requisites of imaan, and the
doors of jannat are open for him.

One who yearns for jannat hastens towards
good deeds.
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One who fears hellfire shuns worldly
temptations.
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If one has seven dates before going to
bed, he will be rid of colic and intestinal
parasites.

colic: severe pain in the abdomen

AY

The one who gives Qardan Hasanaa is
bestowed with the reward of offering that
amount as sadagah. If he extends the due
date beyond what was originally agreed
upon, then for every day extended he is
bestowed with a reward for offering that
same amount as sadagah.
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When a man’s intention in carrying out an
act pertaining to the hereafter is solely for

a worldly purpose, then he has no share
in the hereafter.

AO

- - gk /? Tz ﬁ/"'
(s Ao a s
ST < e
o//} )‘”)/q
y boa
22,1

Salblrnals

at

0 N
mkwhu\Ljugmbfﬁ@ng&‘g

sl ol S s a5 G

.')gbjla.-é_.

If a man offers each of the five obligatory
namaaz in congregation, assume every
good of him and endorse his testimony.

endorse: to approve, support or sustain
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Mumineen are amenable and mild-

mannered.

amenable: likely to listen, cooperative

AY

ISR ISty

5 e Sl ile 3 s Lol o o
°&J-(L:5BJ Lol gal dbs b

Allah Ta'ala will come to the assistance of
he who assists his brother.
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The sight of greenery improves one’s vision. To regret is to repent.
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Solitude is better than companionship of
the vile. However, companionship of the
virtuous is better than solitude.
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A Mumin’s intention is more honourable
than his deed, and a mnon-believer’s
intention is more malicious than his
action.
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Facilitate; do not hinder.
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Venerate your masjids, keep them clean,
ensure that they are made fragrant with
incense at least once every seven days
and provide means of attaining tahaarat
therein.
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Fear a Mumin’s tear: it will destroy the one
responsible for it and extinguish oceans of
hellfire for the Mumin who shed it.

Beware of negligence for it robs you of
blessings.
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The most valuable of treasures is hearts
filled with love.

Treasure the love and affection that others huve

When Allah Ta'ala burdens la man with an
illness, He forgives his sins according to
the extent of his illness. fer you.
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When Allah Ta'ala has determined
livelihood for you, know that wherever it
may be it will make its way to you.

However, if He chooses to deprive
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you of it, then you will be incapable of
acquiring it, whether by cunning, might or
the advice of men.

Therefore, shorten your stride (have
faith in Allah Ta'alaj, for you will be unable
to overtake what Allah Ta'ala has decreed,

A man’s vanity is proof of his feeble- regardless of your guile.

mindedness. guile: cunning intelligence
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Whatever you do, make sure it is neither to

please and impress others nor to acquire fame.

Safety and well-being are the greatest
blessings one has ever received.

When a man’s actions are for someone other
than Allah Ta'ala, He hands these actions
over to the one he intended to please.
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The least of your obligations to Allah

Ta'ala is to not misuse His blessings and
bounties in disobeying Him.
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Do good and do not belittle any part of it.

Even a small act of good is truly great, and
even a few acts are surely plentiful.
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What I fear for you most is:

* succumbing to whims and fancies,

* having wunrealistic expectations and
longing for something incessantly.

The worst of shortcomings is to criticise

someone for a fault that you yourself
possess.
incessantly: uninterruptedly
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Indeed, the completion of faith lies
in seeking knowledge and acting in
accordance with it.
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I despise a man who is indolent in worldly
matters;ifheis indolent in his worldly matters,
then he will be even more so when it comes to
matters of his hereafter. indolent: habitually lazy
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He will not reach the door of jannat who
gorges on the fruits of disobedience.

gorge: fill oneself with food
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Hatred and malice are prevented by being

prudent.
in handling practical matters;
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prudent:

exercising good judement or cQmmon serse
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Humility is the stairway to nobility.
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Many a time have [ observed that
Rasulullah % would drink water in three
breaths. With each breath, he would
invoke the name of Allah Ta'ala by reciting
bismillah al-rahmaan al-raheem before
he began to drink and thank Him with
alhamdolillah when he finished.
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If you require validation that poverty
is better than wealth and that the
impoverished is better than the wealthy,
it is in the fact that you will encounter
one who has become arrogant and unjust
because of his wealth, yet you will not
come across anyone who has become so
due to poverty.
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The meaning of zohd can be fully
understood by the following two phrases:
Allah Ta’'ala states, “So that you may
not grieve for that which escapes you,

nor rejoice over favours bestowed
upon you.”
The person who neither feels regret over

what has passed nor rejoices over what he
receives has grasped zohd by both its ends
(achieved complete zohd).
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The worst of all things [for a man] are:

* being chronically ill,

* being both poor and decrepit,

* committing vile deeds despite nearing
death.

decrepit: worn out because of age
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Satan is very fond of the residue and smell
left over from a meal on one’s hand. When
one of you goes to bed, he should be sure to
wash his hands and eliminate this smell.
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The mark of imaan is to:

* choose truth over falsehood, even if it
seemed the truth was to harm you and
falsehood was to benefit,

* not speak about matters beyond the
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limits of your understanding,
*» fear and be conscious of Allah Ta'ala
when speaking about others.
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You must always:

adhere to halaal, _
show the utmost kindness and concern
for your family,

engross yourself in the zikr and
remembrance of Allah Ta'ala in all
circumstances.
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Repay a person who has shown kindness
to you with an act of even greater kindness.
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Visiting the ill to enquire into their health
should only be done after three days into
their illness.

Going to them to attend fo thelr needs, however,

can be done at all times.
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Words are bound by you for as long as you
do not utter them. The moment you do,
you are bound by them.

If you aspire to be well mannered then it
suffices you to avoid that which you dislike
in others.

3
4

Al

EFF R T i ss s b8 s E N v T T



e

il

=

g
WU Ju,J

e

W SN B B B 3T 3 K IR 3N BN 3 OE N BN OSSR W B SK BE N O BN S0 NN SN S S BN BF S SN SK A S 3

)/f.a "}”/Ifzt R Y
ol UL LS

I N

O R N

—
g

‘%J};&)‘o{?(\pjs@ﬁ@Jt{JJ‘%iji
££...JJJ{MJ'-§W@
/ -

o T
_l_“'.

ol S (s L) L i

H
;
"
L]
H
W
|
|
("
[
L]
]
L
]
Kl
W |
|
"
1 >
0
L
"
L
u
L]
H
i
W
all
il
H
W
N
[
L}
|
M
]
H
]
L]
"
I 1
"
"
B
"
L
#
i
L]
]
f
il
L]
W
L
.|
L]
]
L]
o

——
.l.':‘.

I TR K T, 2 i;'-‘ & FF

C B e S L

[

——
ol
E 5

Complete perfection is in:

+ understanding the intricacies of
Shariat,

* remaining patient during misfortune,

* planning and organising one’s life.
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Always be content with what fate decrees
[for youl].
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Be slow to anger, quick to calm down and
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When situations become bitter let your
patience be sweet.

inclined towards readily accepting [others’]
excuses.
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Always fulfil your promises and honour
your vows.

A vow made to carry out a good deed in the event Occupy yourself with that for which you

that Aliah Ta'ala fuliils a desire should not be have been made accountable

delayed.
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There is no trade like good deeds as there
is no profit like divine reward.

When eating do not sit reclined as tyrants
do, or cross-legged.
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Amirul Mumineen ® advised his esteemed son

Moulana al-lmam al-Hasan 54
Do not seek to engage others in
confrontation. However, if it is you

e e

who is sought, be sure to respond.
The one who seeks confrontation is
an aggressor and an aggressor will
eventually fall.
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A man who devotes himself to the
construction of masjids and frequents
them, never sparing any effort whether he
be standing or sitting, cannot be compared
to one who out of arrogance and hatred

passes by at such a distance that he avoids
even its dust.
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Your brother’s resolve to sever relations
with you should not be firmer than your
resolve to maintain them. Nor should his
determination to wrong you be stronger
than your determination to show kindness.
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Tomorrow, one can hope to earn more than
what may have been lost of his livelihood.
However, one cannot hope today to regain
moments of life that have passed by
yesterday.
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This world is like a snake: soft to the touch
but full of deadly poison. The gullible and
foolish are drawn towards it, vet the wise
and prudent remain wary.
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A person who buys what he does not need
will end up selling what he does.
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What fruitless toil it is that man collects
that which he eats not, builds that in
which he dwells not! Finally, he dies and
goes forth towards Allah Ta'ala unable to
carry with him any wealth, powerless to
move what he has built.
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When a man humbles himself before
someone who does not respect him and
desires someone who rebuffs him, then he
is his own tormentor. rebuff: reject bluntly
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A man’s bad temper will lead him to his
ruin.

One who finds justice restrictive, will find
deviating from it even more so.

AAS! \5-




LS e L8 o sl s e BY o censhl
Salp ol 5 S 3 s 575

€22 5\-'2«-63 S Jom

‘JJJ'(JLL;‘:*“\ b e

Sl ol Li S0 S0 S e il e
oo

Amirul Mumineen % was asked what was meant
by ‘sincere repentance’. He replied:
It is:
*» heartfelt regret,
* supplication for forgiveness,
* resolve to never commit the
same sin again.
supplication: the action of asking or begging for

something earnestly or humbly

ARSY

SAVI|IENY
SL AL
. 9; )Ju\&}Lc} -

Pl Sy

iy

"?"wr"mr‘-'lﬂmﬂ“tzxiﬂl't'-.'l’I!I-l".I‘.‘IIIH-.-‘.'I'z""'-'-"I"F'l'-"-"-'*-ﬂ““ﬂ..l‘l.““m“"--ii-
T = = i — = - = =

I ‘C;;ﬁ\;;a\u@mg




Y

(/.’.f.f’\; WERY Ll e T
09 i1l
et A

LM B e € 3 s o B e bl
o 1033 Uy e ol isuSicn, o 070,
e sl sl 52 sS i  S
.éﬁj&)gﬁbcéjﬁjuoujg@”bgjj

advised Moulana

“My dear son, be
tightfisted with your life so that you do not
end up wasting it in doing things that are
detrimental instead of being beneficial.”

Amirul Mumineen 54
al-Imam al-Hasan 54,
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By Allah Ta'ala, I have not seen a man
benefit from his taqwaa unless he guards
his tongue as he would a treasure.
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The consumer of intoxicants is from
amongst the impious and the wicked.

Yo

The pure sadagah is the sadagah of the
man who has given it from what he has
earned by the sweat of his brow, his face
covered in dust.

Moulana al-Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq % mentioned
that Moulana al-Imam ai-Husain ® was referring

to Amirul Mumineen ** in the above gawl mubarak.
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When you find people preoccupied with
pleasing the created, then occupy yourself
with pleasing the Creator.
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I do not see death as anything but good

fortune.
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When vou find people preoccupied with
material prosperity, then occupy yourself
with achieving prosperity in the hereafter.
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When you find people preoccupied with

superficial beauty, then occupy yourself
with inner purity.

superficial: existing at or on the surface
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When you find people preoccupied with
the number of their obligatory deeds,
then occupy yourself with ensuring the
sincerity of yours.

When you find people preoccupied with
finding faults in others, then occupy
yourself with finding and rectifying yours.
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I am fond of a man who relishes dates,
for Rasulullah — Allah Ta'ala’s salawaat
upon him — was very fond of them.

relish: enjoy the taste of
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Feeding a Mumin holds as much reward
as freeing a slave. The most beloved deed
to Allah Ta'ala is to please a Mumin by
either satisfying his hunger or paying off
his debt.
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You should:

be truthful in your words,

honour the promises you make to your
friends as well as your enemies,

help one another with your wealth,
foster sincere love for one another,

give sadaqah to the poor,

come together for your cause,

not be deceitful or disloyal to anyone,
not entertain doubts after certitude,

not retreat out of cowardice after having
boldly come forward.

A"



e B, el o s B8 e
b, o At e Ja g — S
(5 i ¥ e So Tz Lla)
Kt Lo St 2 o SEVLES S o5
;jdyﬂwt-jm\uazbfwéy
wuw,sg\a; LSl e

.L%L?L"ﬁj\‘c;f

Our followers do not whine like dogs nor
crave greedily like ravens. They will not
ask of anyone save their brothers, even if
they may die of hunger.

Unable to endure the celd in winter months, dogs

often whine.
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Not a single one of you should ever turn
his back on his loved ones.
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It befits a woman that her hands always
be dyed with henna. She should apply it,
even if a little and even if she is elderly.
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Moulana al-Imam Mohammed al-Bagir 54
was asked, “If a man was called to a funeral and
a waleemah, both taking place at the same time,
which should he attend?”

“The funeral,” Imam replied, “for
attending funerals causes one toremember
death and the hereafter, whilst attending
a waleemah makes one forget them both.”

waizemah: a meol hosted in celebration of a

iding or situilar joyous event
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When a person picks up a discarded date

or a piece of bread from the ground, wipes

it clean and eats it, it will not settle in his
stomach but he will be assured of jannat.
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Adhere to the tagqwaa of Allah Ta'ala and
be a good friend to your friends, and a
good neighbour to your neighbours.

Va4t



~

pres

Je s s Sl Labes,
B3 9y 05 Sy s S 5L l:,fu\ - &

-%LJL?-'Q?-'»?»(£ sl b
. °£.,U5JJL§~“U'LL"5JJJ—JJJ{K&-§;

tw%‘,":" L;é Pov_ T L’J”J\j*’ -é‘i'i l.é C_»jj\ ft;.:

Livelihood hastens towards a person who
feeds others faster than a knife pierces a
camel’s hump.

Indeed, committing sins deprives one of
livelihood.

VAY 41




S Son b 3 dWhs g s
S g — adli b 5 ST
5555 £l 2o a.c,w;/ud,@af@;
Losd s = r:(u,»QJuLfoi—
u%{&&/ﬁ—ag’w f"%g;f:‘geu

.&%\Q\J Ls‘,'sg:a\ u,xad@\ﬁgub&y

A nabicomplained of frailty to Allah Ta'ala.
Through divine revelation, Allah Ta'ala
instructed him, “Prepare a dish of meat
cooked with milk and consume it, for I
have placed barakatin them both.” He did
so and Allah Ta'ala restored his strength
and vigour.
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A man complained to Moulana al-Imam Ja'far
al-Sadiqg ®* of pain in the lower back.

“Always pick up grains that have fallen
from the thaal and eat them”, Imam SA
guided him.

He did s0 and was cured.
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Our cause is not upheld through faith
and acceptance alone. Indeed, our cause
is upheld by concealing and protecting it
from those unworthy of it.
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Moulana al-Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq ®* found a
half-eaten fruit thrown from his house.

“What is this!”, he exclaimed angrily.
“If you have had your fill then there are
many others who have not; provide it to
those who need it.”
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The person who reveals aspects of our
faith is like the one who denies it.
Do not reveal aspects of faith that are meant to be

protected.
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When eating, Moulana al-Imam Ja'far
al-Sadiq * would use all five of his fingers.
“This is how Rasulullah % used to
he would state, “unlike the way
tyrants do.”
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You should know that there are two types
of good fortune: one in this world and
the other in the hereafter. In this world,
good fortune is for a man to live as long
as possible in the most favourable of
circumstances with his wishes being
fulfilled. In the hereafter, good fortune is
for the soul to remain for all eternity in

A
m%wmw

a state of perfection and happiness after
departing from the body.
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My brother, know that a man exists in only
one of two states: hardship or comfort. A
Mumin will never abandon obeying Allah
Ta'ala in either of them.
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My brother, understand that Allah Ta'ala’s
ibaadat does not consist of namaaz and
rozah alone; it is to seek prosperity in both
the spiritual and temporal realms.

temporal: relating to the material world
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You should understand, my brother, that
the true purpose of politics and governance
i1s the salvation and betterment of all
creation. It is so that they may always
remain in their most desired state and
realise their aspirations.
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My brother, know that man’s most
praiseworthy virtue is intellect and his
greatest quality is learnedness.
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Know, my brother, that when any field
of knowledge or literature does not guide
its seeker towards pursuing the hereafter
or aid him in reaching it, it will yield
dreadful consequences for him and stand

as an argument against him on the Day of
Qiyaamat.
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A man all by himself cannot lead a life save
one of hardship and difficulty. In order
to lead a fulfilling life he needs to master
various skills. However, it is impossible for
a single person to master them all, for life
is short and the skills are numerous.
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All  reprehensible traits and ignoble
character stem from pride, greed and
envy. They give rise to all evil and every
act of Allah Ta'ala’s disobedience.
reprehensible: deserving blame

ignoble: not honourable

Y0 Yo




Jlas pedlgigamlibl
LBAI

B:)Jj‘bL}MC)L.qa_JbJ{anb(Lala"‘gg.

.
.
A

sk oA & 5 ol gn i Sl () ¥
) °~/t’: o oW \)// ﬁ:ﬁ
s g (Y IRPLICUAV

Y ﬁﬂ«()@(v

255 JE Gl de (2

225788 3ol 3l Sl (o

(\9 \‘—/{JJJ'(J'(:’ 2l a8 ol r:\J\_J-‘J\J (1
& ol g 3 d bs

ijﬁjgwt‘”\%Lf(j«/ﬂrK/?(v

vy

\Ah]




Ql;’/ﬁf?—*:ir?ﬂr(/bd'ﬁﬁ?—uﬂz“vd@
LhS b de e cdpmuS s b

. !
LJ{AJ_)LL}L/\J“—LJ]'

Water is too sacred and revered to be
offered to someone who has not requested
it or to be refused by someone when it has

been offered.
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An individual seeking knowledge must
adopt seven traits:
1) coming with an intent to learn and then
remaining silent,
) listening attentively,

) contemplating what has been learnt,
4} acting in accordance with it,

) persevering and undertaking honest
introspection,
6) reaffirming constantly that knowledge

is Allah Ta'ala’s blessing,

7) refraining from conceit.

introspection: self-examination
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By Allah Ta'ala, if a man were to spend the
age of the universe engrossed in namaaz,
always remembering Allah Ta'ala and
occupied in rozah, so that he may express

the gratitude required for a sip of water
that Allah Ta'ala has bestowed upon him,
he will fail to do so. In fact, the gratitude
due for an even lesser blessing would not
have been expressed.
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When someone orders another towards an
act of Allah Ta'ala’s disobedience and his
instructions are followed, then his sin is

more severe than the sin of the one who
obeyved him.
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The envy a person feels upon seeing Allah  FRES SoLy |

Ta'ala bestow His blessings upon another Stk o jjé AT /}w \‘”
is actually his displeasure with Him. K4 & M, M A
This person considers himself to be more M & )

deserving [than the one who has been ' i
blessed|, however, it is not as he sees
it. As a result, he attributes injustice to
Allah Ta'ala in His actions and error in His

decree; Allah Ta'ala is far too great and far
too exalted of such.
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Envy is the:

* severest of illnesses,

* most wretched of afflictions,
« worst of misfortunes and direst of hardships.

affliction: cause of pain or suffering
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One of the rights a Mumin enjoys over his
Mumin brother is that his brother conceals
his shortcoming and advises him on how
to rectify it.
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Always speak al-Haq (what is true and
right) even if it is not in your favour.
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May Allah Ta'ala make treachery and the
treacherous repulsive.
treachery: betrayal of trust

repulsive: extremely ugly
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Habituate your tongues to speak words
that are gracious and pleasant.

\tA

M\ Ju \S\,

e w/{xgﬂ"\ﬂJu{L‘ SUIE
& 5
2ol Silia i fo di s

w’—J\‘?—L}J g e f Ll J»TP/{

The  following statement regarding

intoxication has truly been well said:
Intoxication impairs the intellect; very
few things once impaired become fully
restored.
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When you enter a city you wish to reside
in and find its inhabitants blind in one
eye, shut one of yours.
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Bind Allah Ta'ala’s bounty with His
gratitude, and seek closeness to Him
through His continuous remembrance
and zikr.
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Namaaz! Namaaz! Persevere in carrying
out those aspects of it which have been
obligated as wellas those that have not, and
fight Satan by fulfilling its requirements.

Yi4

When knowledge is sought correctly and
for the sake of religion, then its fruits will
be plentiful, its benefit widespread and
its reward manifold. However, when it
is sought for material gain and to boast
over others, its harm will be universal, its
benefit transformed into detriment and
its merit forfeited. The knowledge of a
person who seeks it with these intentions
will reveal his ignorance and become an
argument against him instead of being in
his favour.
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Draw — may Allah Ta'ala have mercy upon
you — from the swords of your resolve the
sharpest. And, from amongst the mounts
of perseverance ride the most loyal.
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When a variety of courses are prepared
and then served one after the other, a meal
is more appetising.
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Knowledge is of no benefit unless it is
applied and deeds are of no use unless
they are accepted.
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Forbearance,

CcOmposure,

9

dignity and :

forgiveness are the marks of upstanding

Mumineen.
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Belittlement is the source of all sins.
Firishtah are the most God-fearing of Allah
Ta'ala’s creation and the most diligent in
His obedience. Though free from sins,
they always fear committing them and
remain constantly vigilant. When one does

not fear something, he believes it cannot
harm him. And, when he believes it to be
harmless he belittles it.
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When a man [doing  something
inappropriate] is unashamed of himself
but is ashamed of others finding out, then
he has little self-worth. And, one who has
little worth for his own self, has even less

worth in the eyes of Allah Ta'ala and His
servarnts.
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When a man truly desires to be rightly
guided, even the fewest words of truth he
listens to will benefit him.
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When a person fails to identify and amend
his own faults, then others will find these
faults and criticise him for them.
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Brother, understand that one cannot tread

the path that leads to virtuoushess without
first shunning acts of disobedience and

The closest to hellfire should fear it the
most, while the closest to jannat should

depravity. depravity: moral corruption yearn for it the most.
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Words of guidance, encouragement and
admonition are the surest means to
achieve piety of the soul and ensure its
readiness and willingness to accept and
carry out Allah Ta'ala’s directives.

admonition: authoritative counsel or warning
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Honour and good repute are found in the
acceptance of true guidance. A seemingly
honourable man who is bereft of true guidance
is in fact base and despicable. bereft: deprived of

or lacking (something), base: devoid of high values
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To be brave is to pay little heed to pain in
the pursuit of one’s goals.
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I am not bothered by being persecuted and

[In all matters] A person must ultimately ostracised in Allah Ta'ala’s cause; in fact, I

embrace patience, either willingly or
otherwise.

take pleasure in it.
ostracise: to exclude or banish (a person) from a
particular group, society
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When the truth regarding a certain matter
has been ascertained, do not exchange it
for doubts sown by one who alters and
distorts.
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Man is nothing but his words (he is
distinguished from other creations by his
ability to speak], and the value of his words are
determined by their eloquence and lucidity.

lucidity: the quality of being easily understood
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When the soul of a disciple accepts the
teachings of its mentor, the two become
one, a single entity capable of accepting a
multitude of ideas and concepts. And, just
as a single lamp can light a hundred others
with its own flame never diminishing, a
mentor can enlighten a thousand disciples
and all the while his knowledge remains
undiminished.
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There are two ways to kill a man: by the
hand and by the tongue. To slander is to
kill by the tongue.

slander: make false and damaging statements

about (someone]
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Alcohol is the intellect’s foe: whenever it
draws near, it enshrouds the intellect in

darkness leading it astray from the right
path.

enshroud: envelope completely and hide from view
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A fortunate individual is one who:
» attends to his soul prior to his death,
* learns from the example of those before
him, _
*» makes the most of his time while he
still can.
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The temporal world is a place one passes
through whereas the hereafter is the place
of eternal abode.
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Al-Haq {what is true and right] is not

rendered invalid by the obscurity of

its people or the insignificance of their
numbers.
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Stay away from fearfulness, listlessness,

stubborness and quarrelsomeness.

listlessness: state of lacking energy or enthusiasm
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Is there anyone capable of expressing the
gratitude required for even the smallest
of blessings bestowed by Awliyaullah S4?
Nonetheless, it behoves each and every

soul to spare no effort in expressing
this gratitude, because abandoning it
altogether is tantamount to unbelief,
defiance and disobedience.
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What is unseen is inferred from what is

present.
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When death arrives, there is no escaping
it.
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Know: if a man were to send his servant
with some money to a city so that he may
purchase musk, ambergris, camphor
and jewels, and he returned instead only
having bought faeces and the like, then
what would be his punishment?

The limbs and corgans Allah Ta'ala has bestowed
upon man are more precious than any form of
physicalwealth. Ifhe faiis to use them in performing
good deeds, instead using them in disobeying

Him, will that not entail terrible conseqguences?
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Frivolous pastimes prevent one from
achieving greatness. Time spent in such

indulgences is time frittered away.

fritter: waste or squander little by little
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The purest of love is that which is for Allah
Ta'ala and remains unaltered no matter
the circumstances.
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Generosity that is out of compulsion
cannot be likened to that which is genuine,
just as a mirage cannot be likened to water.

Never underestimate any  virtue for
acquiring it takes great effort; it is not

N

easily attained.
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Banish greed except in the acquisition of
knowledge that enlightens your soul. In
acquiring this, strive to the best of your
ability.
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Persevere in enlightening yourself with the
understanding of where you have come from
and where you will return. Use this knowledge
as provision [for your journey to the hereafter]
for it is the best of provisions.
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Do not be a slave to the material world,;
make it serve you instead. By doing so,
you will be respected and revered by all.
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My friend, Moula’s words are replete with
wisdom, whether you comprehend it or
not.
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A man should take pride only in his deeds,
not in his uncles (his lineage).
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If unity and agreement were to prevail
amongst humankind, life would become
serene and pure.
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Greet everyone you meet with cheer and
warmth; you will live amongst them
honoured and respected.

Your bonds of friendship should always
remain strong and steadfast; unlike fragile
glass whose breaking is constantly feared.
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You should:

* Be moderate not only in your pace but
in all aspects of life.

* Speak gently never raising your voice.

»  Save face by not asking of anyone.

« Never turn your face away from others
scornfully.
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From [the teachings and acts of] 'Eesaa
Nabi 45, learn to capture [the hearts and

minds of] people in the way lions and
antelope are hunted.

One who hurts any of Allah Ta'ala’s
creations will in turn be hurt. Therefore,

T T TR

be wary and fearful of hurting any creation
in any way.
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Refrain from all which Shariat has
forbidden and prohibited such as alcohol,
drugs, [tobacco,] hookah and qat (Catha
edulis). Verily, qat is an intoxicant and
consuming intoxicants is a grave sin. When
consuming a substance in large amounts
leads to intoxication then consuming even
a small amount of it is haraam.

Why not then extirpate this evil tree
(qat) from your lands? Please Allah Ta'ala
by following his decree and surely he will
please you. When you abandon using qgat
and cultivating it in your fields, barakaat
will rain upon them, your soil will become
fertile and fruitful and good fortune will
swiftly return.
extirpate: to pull up by the roots
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Understand that your efforts in learning
Lisan al-Dawat, the language spoken by
the Dai of your time, will bring about much
barakaat in your lives. Therefore, all of
you — men, womenand children — should
strive to attain proficiency in it, bearing in
mind the plentiful hasanaat (merits) and
good fortune it entails.
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Always recite panegyrics in praise of
Aimmat Tahereen®* and Doat Mutlageen®.
Make it a habit for doing so will bring
barakat and good fortune upon you.

FEF VS

panegyrics: madaa’th, sing. madh
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With great energy and vigour dedicate
yourselves to activities that contribute to
the development of your cities and henefit
their inhabitants. Become exemplary
citizens through your wholehearted
participation in projects and enterprises
that contribute to the progress of the
country you reside in. This is my counsel
to Mumineen the world over.
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Those who give waajebaat are blessed
with peace of mind, while those who
refuse to do so are consumed by an ever-
increasing rage founded upon the hatred
they harbour.

When waajebaat are offered to Allah
Ta'ala’s divinely-inspired wali, prosperity
prevails throughout the towns and cities
of the world.
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The planting of trees is a most beneficial
act for they lend beauty to the earth and

bring about a downpour of Allah Ta'ala’s
blessings.
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While beseeching Allah Ta'ala in his munaagjaat

and guiding Mumineen, al-Dai al-Ajal Syedna

Mohammed Burhanuddin ™9states: O Allah Ta'alal
Let al-Quran al-Majeed be our closest
companion and its memorisation
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[and adherance to its meanings] our

o a

lifelong occupation.
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[O Allah Ta'ala!] Come to the aid of the
Mumin who, out of love and affection,
assists his brother in all matters of his life
and fulfils his needs.
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This ook has been published in accordance with the directives of
al-Dai al-Ajal Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin ™€ on the momentous
occasion of his 1027 Milad Mubarak. It is a gift gracicusly presented
by Syedna al-Dxai al-Ajal ™v® to his followers Mumineen, members of the
Dawoodi Bohra community.

The gift comprises of 50 ahaadeeth shareefah of Rasulullah 34,
50 akaaleem muneefahof Amirul Mumineen **, 50 agwaal mubaarakah
of Aimmat Tahereen * and 50 aquwaal kargemah of Doat Fatemiyeen.
As instructed by Syedna al-Dai al-Ajal ™3, they have been rendered in
Lisan al-Dawat and English.

Inspiration for the design and adornment of the cover and inner
pages has been taken from the Quran Majeed which al-Dai al-Ajal
Syedna Taher Saifuddin * recited from and the Quran Majeed from
which Syedna al-Dai al-Ajal ™8 recites.

All rights of this book and its contents are reserved. Any
redistribution or reproduction of part or all of the contents in any
form without the prior consent and razaa mubarak of al-Dai al-Ajal
Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin ™2 is unlawful and prchibited by

shari'at gharraa’,






	Raudat Hidayaat 1
	Raudat Hidayaat 2
	Raudat Hidayaat 3

